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A Little While 
 
[Jesus said,] "A little while, and you will see me no longer; and again a little while, and you will 
see me." (John 16:16 ESV) 
 
Dearly Beloved of Jesus, 
 
Alleluia! Christ is risen!  He is risen indeed! Alleluia! 
 
Our life as strangers and pilgrims in this world is full of little whiles. Students and teachers 
lament, “How much longer until school is over?” A little while, my friends, a little while. A child, 
tired of being in the car, asks, “How much longer? When are we going to get there?” To which 
the parents reply, “A little while.” Now you know that answer doesn’t satisfy for long. The 
child’s perspective of “a little while” is much different from his parents’.  Or if parents are going 
out, the child wants to know when they’ll be back. “In a little while,” is usually met with, “How 
long is that?” You see, there is something indefinite and uncertain about “a little while.” 
Furthermore, the question is usually asked because the trial or situation is difficult or 
unwanted. 
 
So it was for Jesus’ disciples. On the night He was betrayed, Jesus said, “A little while, and you 
will not see Me; and again a little while, and you will see Me, because I go to the Father.” These 
words troubled the disciples because they did not know what Jesus meant by “a little while.” 
But they would soon learn. 
 
And we also need to learn to trust our Lord and His “little while” so that we may live each day 
according to these words. You see, Jesus was talking specifically about His impending death and 
resurrection. The disciples would most certainly weep and lament at His death, even as the 
world, or at least, the devil, rejoiced. Then too, their sorrow would most certainly be turned to 
joy at His resurrection and whenever Jesus appeared to them thereafter. The suffering and pain 
would be very real, but the suffering would give way to joy and gladness much as a woman’s 
pain of childbirth gives way to joy in seeing her child.  
 
We need to hear this because our lives are full of trouble, tribulation, turmoil, and grief. During 
such times, we think there will never be an end to it all. When disaster strikes us, when trouble 
catches up with us, when sorrows come upon us, even when minor annoyances try our 
patience, time seems to stand still. Minutes feel like hours, hours seem like days, days are like 
years.  In the midst of it all, it hardly seems a little while. 
 



But Jesus wants His children to believe in His “little while” so that they may have peace in their 
troubled minds. He wants the heart to be filled with courage and strength in the midst of 
tremendous challenges to the faith. So He creates patience and longsuffering through His 
Word, “A little while.” 
 
Though the trials will continue, though the troubles will persevere, though the sorrow may 
even still be here tomorrow, these things will be only for “a little while.” They will come to an 
end, for Jesus has guaranteed their end! The life, death, and resurrection of Jesus guarantee for 
all believers an eternal victory over sin and all of the trouble sin causes in the world! Trust Him 
when He declares to you that, in comparison to the eternity of bliss we will enjoy, the 
bitterness of our sorrows lasts for only “a little while.” 
 
“A little while and you will not see Me, . . . because I go to the Father.” What an amazing way to 
speak about His own death — even a brutal death upon a cross!—even a horrible death under 
the crushing weight of the sins of the world and the full wrath of God the Father against those 
sins! It was a death unlike any other that the world will ever see! But our Savior — full of grace, 
full of mercy, full of love for us — sees it as something that must be endured for us! 
 
Like a mother who is willing to suffer for “a little while” the pangs of labor for the sake of the 
joy that comes along with every new child born into the world, so also Jesus was willing to 
suffer greatly to bring everlasting joy into this world! He knew full well all that He had to endure 
for us — all the pain and the shame and the horror — but He was willing to suffer all of this for 
“a little while” so that we would not suffer eternally for our many sins. He endured death and 
the grave for “a little while” so that we would not experience everlasting death and the eternal 
grave of Hell. 
 
And again, in “a little while,” His disciples did see Him again! On the third day, He rose again 
from the dead! Their sorrow over His death and their sin was turned to joy over His 
resurrection and the forgiveness of their sins. He appeared to them in His Body to fulfill the 
Scriptures – including the Scripture that serves as today’s Gospel reading, in which we hear 
Jesus proclaim to His disciples concerning His reuniting with them: “I will see you again and 
your heart will rejoice, and your joy no one will take from you. And in that day you will ask Me 
nothing” – that day being the one upon which Jesus prepared and ate with them a  breakfast at 
which “none of the disciples dared ask Him, "Who are You?" -- knowing that it was the Lord” 
(John 21:12).  Alleluia! Christ is risen – He is risen indeed!  Alleluia! 
 
Likewise, there is the “little while” between His ascension and His return on the Last Day. The 
disciples would no longer see Him, but He was still with them. Imagine their joy when Christ 
returns and ushers in the new heaven and the new earth. And while that little while seems to 
go on and on with no end in sight, Jesus’ word is true. We will see Him in the flesh and our joy 
will be complete. 
 



With Jesus is your own hope for eternal life! For all who trust in Him have the assurance of the 
forgiveness of all sin, and the guarantee of eternal life with Him in His Paradise, and renewed 
life for your remaining days in this life – a life marked by patient endurance for “a little while.” 
 
And so we endure everything that comes our way! No matter how great the tragedy is, no 
matter how long the trouble lasts, no matter how bitter the sorrow tastes. For the same Lord 
Jesus Who endured all these things “for a little while” comes to impart His Life of endurance to 
us. 
 
That’s why, as we endure struggles, we do so with hope and expectation. For through the 
Water of Life from the font, Christ comes to bring relief from the heat of the battle, proclaiming 
that all of our sins are washed away and eternal life is already ours! Through His Meal of Life, 
Christ Jesus gives His flesh as the food that strengthens our flesh — and our faith — for the 
fight!  Through His Word of Life, Christ speaks to us the Word that reminds us that it is only for 
“a little while“ that we must endure these things. Thus strengthened by Him, the Christian 
endures all things for this “little while” — unto life everlasting! 
 
Christ Jesus grant all good things to you for this little while, and forever! Amen. 
 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep your hearts and minds through Christ 
Jesus. 
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