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Grace, peace, and mercy be to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 This morning, we walk alongside of the women as they approach Jesus’ tomb.  There is soft crying and 

little conversation.  Jesus, the would-be king of Israel is dead.  Not being permitted to work on the Sabbath, 

these women had had to wait to perform the proper burial rituals.  This morning, bright and early, they make 

their way to the tomb—His tomb—to do just that. 

 The only question these ladies ask aloud of one another amidst their sorrow is who will roll back the 

large stone the men had placed in front of it after Jesus’ body had been placed in it.  None of the women were 

strong enough of themselves to roll the stone back—would they be able to do it together? 

 Before they can reach a conclusion they arrive at the tomb to find “the stone rolled away from the 

tomb.”  It is with little doubt that this sight left these women speechless.  Yet later they will be speaking many 

words in great excitement.  But today, we remember Jesus’ Words—His Words which foretold exactly what 

was going to happen—both at the end of Holy Week, and also on this day. 

 

Verse 1 

 

 Again, “they found the stone rolled away from the tomb, but when they went in they did not find the 

body of the Lord Jesus.  While they were perplexed about this, behold, two men stood by them in dazzling 

apparel.  And as they were frightened and bowed their heads to the ground, the men said to them, ‘Why do you 

seek the living among the dead?  He is not here, but has risen.  Remember how he told you, while he was still in 

Galilee, that the Son of Man must be delivered into the hands of sinful men and be crucified and on the third 

day rise.’” 

 

 Do you remember, dear friends in Christ, how Jesus told us through His Word that He must be delivered 

into the hands of sinful men?  Have you been hearing His Word, or have you been absent from our services over 

the last few Sundays or Mid-Week services on Wednesday nights?  It is most certainly not possible to 

remember that which you have never heard—but it can also be challenging to remember those words which you 

have not heard for a year or more. 

 

 The question from the two men in dazzling white—the two angels, as we learn in other Gospel 

accounts—was not to accuse the women of not having heard, but to remind them that Jesus had told them 

exactly what was going to happen—even before it did. 

 

 Before His ride into Jerusalem that Palm Sunday to the cries of Hosanna and the expectation of a King 

who would rule earthly Israel, Jesus had told His followers many times and many places that He had to be 

crucified.  In the Gospel of Matthew we heard Jesus speaking to the scribes and Pharisees who had desired to 

see a sign.  Jesus replied: “‘An evil and adulterous generation seeks for a sign, but no sign will be given to it 

except the sign of the prophet Jonah.  For just as Jonah was three days and three nights in the great fish, so will 

the Son of Man be three days and three nights in the heart of the earth.’”  Who could be more sinful than an 

“evil and adulterous generation”?  And here Jesus made it clear that He, the Son of Man, would be buried in the 

heart of the earth for three days and three nights.  In the Gospel of Mark, just before the Transfiguration, we 

hear that Jesus “began to teach [His disciples] that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by 

the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after three days rise again.”  Here also we 

heard that Jesus was very clear, very plain about what would happen.  He would be delivered over to the chief 

priests and elders and scribes and He would be killed.  But, after three days, He would rise again.  In the Gospel 



of Luke, we heard a third time that Jesus prophesied His death, saying, “‘See, we are going up to Jerusalem, and 

everything that is written about the Son of Man by the prophets will be accomplished.  For he will be delivered 

over to the Gentiles and will be mocked and shamefully treated and spit on.  And after flogging him, they will 

kill him, and on the third day he will rise.’”  In this account, Jesus made it very clear how He would die—being 

flogged, mocked, treated shamefully, spit on, and killed.  Then in the Gospel of John, we heard from Jesus how 

He would be delivered over to death: “Jesus was troubled in his spirit, and testified (to His apostles), ‘Truly, 

truly, I say to you, one of you will betray me.’”  And indeed, it was Judas, one of His own beloved disciples 

who betrayed Jesus over to death—His death on the cross. 

 

 Today, we all remember along with the women that Jesus had been killed, crucified on the cross—but 

do we remember that He also prophesied that He would rise? 

 

Verse 2 

 

 “And [the women] remembered his words, and returning from the tomb they told all these things to the 

eleven and to all the rest.  Now it was Mary Magdalene and Joanna and Mary the mother of James and the other 

women with them who told these things to the apostles, but these words seemed to them an idle tale, and they 

did not believe them.” 

 

 These women remembered Jesus’ Words and saw the evidence that what He had prophesied had been 

fulfilled.  They returned to Jesus’ other disciples and told them what had happened.  They came and saw, went 

and told.  Yet, at first, the results of their speaking weren’t very impressive. 

 

 Isn’t that the way it is today as well?  How many of you have failed to speak to others about Jesus?  Was 

it because you feared your words would have no effect?  Or minimal effect?  Or that perhaps the effect would 

be an adverse one?  In our text when the women told the truth about Jesus’ rising, they were met with ignorance 

or scoffing.  According to recent a recent Barna study, forty-seven percent of Millennials believe that it should 

be illegal to try to evangelize.  forty-seven percent! 

 

 So we have sinful, prideful reasons not to tell: that we may be ignored or scoffed at.  That, if Millennials 

have their way, we may be put in jail.  These women faced at least some of the same reasons, and yet they 

spoke.  They spoke because they couldn’t hold it in—Jesus was risen!  He was risen indeed, Alleluia! 

 

 Yet perhaps their words had an effect on at least one person… 

 

Verse 3 

 

 “But Peter rose and ran to the tomb; stooping and looking in, he saw the linen cloths by themselves; and 

he went home marveling at what had happened.” 

 

 God’s Word doesn’t return empty; it accomplishes the very task for which He sends it.  In this case, His 

Word had an effect on at least Peter, who went to see if what the ladies had said could possibly have been true.  

And what he finds is that it was true.  Against all odds, Jesus was indeed risen.  He was risen indeed, Alleluia!  

And Peter left, marveling that this had happened. 

 

 Peter left marveling after having sinned against His Lord.  As Jesus had prophesied, Peter had denied 

Him three times before His death.  And Peter would be restored—but this was not his own doing.  Jesus paid 

the price for Peter’s betrayal on the cross—at the very death Peter had abandoned Him to.  We, dear friends in 

Christ, are just as sinful as Peter.  We don’t deserve Jesus’ forgiveness any more than he did.  And yet, as with 



Peter’s sin, your sins and mine were nailed to the cross in Jesus’ body, and He suffered hell itself, separation 

from God the Father, so that you and I wouldn’t have to. 

 

 Now the only question that remains is this: will you go home marveling as well?  Will you go home 

spreading the word about Jesus’ resurrection, like those women?  Today we are remembering Jesus’ Words 

along with those women and Jesus’ disciples.  We remembered how He had prophesied His death.  And we 

remember also Jesus telling His disciples in the Gospel of Mark “to tell no one what they had seen until the Son 

of Man had risen from the dead (Mark 9:9b).” 

 

 Dear friends in Christ, Jesus is risen.  He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  Remember His Words.  Spread His 

Words!  Teach others everything Jesus has told us in His Word—that we are sinners who put Him to death, but 

that He paid the price for our sins—yours, mine, and theirs—and He is risen.  He is risen indeed, Alleluia!  In 

Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 

 


