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Grace, peace, and mercy be to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 What’s in a name?  God commanded the child born of Mary to have a particular name: Jesus. 

 This name would be the most important name in all of time.  It’s true that if you look them up, every 

name on earth has a meaning to it.  From Abebe, which is an African name for “one who wards off,” to Ichiro, 

which is Japanese for “first son,” to  Mylitta, which is Assyrian for “mother of the child,” to Anka, the Polish 

form of Hannah, which means “favor” or “grace.”  Yet Jesus’ name would be the one to which all knees will 

bow at the end of time.  Why?  Because of what His Name means: “‘he will save his people from their sins’” or 

“Savior.” 

 Jesus is not the only one who bears this name.  Jesus is the same as “Joshua” in the Old Testament, and 

there were at least two Joshuas in the Old Testament.  Since then, many others have had the name Joshua.  

Today many Hispanics bear the name “Jesus,” even though they pronounce it Je-sus.  Yet the child born of 

Mary is the one to whom all people will bow.  Even though some Joshuas or Jesuss may save someone or some 

people; only Jesus the Son of Mary and the Son of God would save all the people of the entire world of all time. 

 Jesus would be the “‘“Immanuel.”’”  Jesus is God with us.  The child Mary would be giving birth to 

would be God in human flesh.  While many of the Old Testament prophecies have dual fulfillment—one 

fulfillment in the Old Testament times and one in Jesus’ coming—the prophecy given to King Ahaz of Judah, 

that the virgin would conceive and give birth to Immanuel—that prophecy would only be—and has only been—

fulfilled by Jesus, the child of Mary and the Son of God. 

 Jesus, as His Name says, would be the one promised throughout the Old Testament to save humanity.  

He would be the coming Messiah.  He would be the one baptized in the river Jordan River by John the Baptist.  

There the voice of God would be heard, “This is my beloved Son; listen to him.”  There, the sins of the world 

were placed on Him so that He would carry them to the cross. 

 Like Jesus, you also were baptized.  Instead of having the sins of the world attributed to your name, 

though, your name was put in the book of life.  Because Jesus would go to the cross and pay for your sins on it, 

you have received His life, death, resurrection, and forgiveness so that you might be saved. 

 Just having your name pronounced in a baptism doesn’t save you.  It requires faith, faith in Jesus and 

what He was born to do and what His Name said He would do: save us.  That’s why Jesus commanded at the 

end of Matthew that the disciples “‘Go therefore and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the name 

of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, (AND) teaching them to observe all that I have commanded 

you.’”  It is not enough simply to be baptized; you must also believe and observe all that Jesus has spoken.  And 

there is only one place where you hear what Jesus has said: His Church. 

 This does not mean that we can live perfectly, even after being baptized.  It means keeping Jesus’ Word.  

It means treasuring His Word in your heart, just like Mary treasured in her heart all the things that happened to 

her firstborn son. 

 Advent has come to a close; yet we still wait for the return of the one named Jesus Christ.  Now we are 

in Christmas.  We have received God in human flesh for each one of us, and each one of you.  We will no 

longer “Stop, Look, and Listen” together as a church on Wednesday nights together, but it is always good to 

“Stop, Look, and Listen” to God’s Word.  We continue to hear God’s Word so that we might go and teach it to 

others, but also so that we might keep it ourselves. 

 The one called Jesus will go on to do a great many things after being born of Mary, and all of the things 

He has done and continues to do are of the greatest benefit to all who hear them and believe them.  And at the 



End, when He returns, every knee will bow and all will acknowledge that this child born of Mary was, is, and 

always will be the one called Jesus, the Savior of the World.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 


