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Grace, peace, and mercy be to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 This is the Sunday of the heralds.  In our Gospel text, we hear about John the Baptist, the one who 

would herald, or come before our Lord Jesus Christ, preparing the way as the voice crying in the wilderness.  

But John the Baptizer is not the only herald for Jesus.  There were the angels who met with the shepherd 

tending their flocks by night.  But even before them, there were to be many more heralds proclaiming the news 

that God had given them before Jesus would come. 

 A herald, after all, is one who comes before another; but a herald is also a royal or official messenger 

(dictionary.com).  In years past, one or a few people actually filled the position of herald.  Today, we still hear 

of heralds, though less often.  Usually we might think of the term if we were thinking of the name of a 

newspaper.   

 In our Old Testament text, people from Jerusalem were called to herald the Word of God to Judah, the 

second of the two divided kingdoms of Israel.  They were to herald this Good News because they were about to 

be afflicted in the Babylonian Captivity.  But even more than that, they, and we, are afflicted by the Law.  

Unlike Joel Osteen’s church, we know that there is a need for a Savior.  The Law shows us our sin.  Just like the 

Babylonian Captivity would show the Israelites their need for God, the Law shows us our need for God—more 

than that, our need for a Savior from our sins and sinfulnesss. 

 If you are being afflicted by your conscience; if you are feeling the weight of the condemning Law, God 

has a message of Good News for you in this sermon. 

  

Verse 1 

 

 “Comfort, comfort my people, says your God.  Speak tenderly to Jerusalem, and cry to her that her 

warfare is ended, that her iniquity is pardoned, that she has received from the Lord’s hand double for all her 

sins.  A voice cries, ‘In the wilderness prepare the way of the Lord; make straight in the desert a highway for 

our God.  Every valley shall be lifted up, and every mountain and hill be made low; the uneven ground shall 

become level, and the rough places a plain.  And the glory of the Lord shall be revealed, and all flesh shall see it 

together, for the mouth of the Lord has spoken.’” 

 

 Comfort my people says God.  Comfort.  It’s that feeling that everything is all right now.  It’s the 

tenderness of a stuffed animal given in love to a child.  It’s the joy of a man or woman of the service standing in 

the doorway at the end of the war or his or her service, and he or she is back safe and sound.  It’s the words 

“You’re forgiven” after you’ve done something wrong and feel bad because there’s nothing you could do to 

correct it.  Comfort.  That’s what God desires for His people. 

 

 God spoke to His heralds Isaiah and Jeremiah to proclaim this message to His people even before their 

suffering would begin.  But more than that, He had them herald this message so that when John the Baptist 

would appear on the scene, baptizing in the wilderness at the Jordan river, His people would know comfort was 

just around the corner.  And God’s book, the Bible, continues to herald the news of comfort for His people 

today—even to me and to you. 

 

 In giving you comfort, God has promised to give you “double for your sins.”  In his commentary on this 

passage, Martin Luther wrote that receiving “double” implied the “power of the comfort (Luther’s Works, Vol. 



17).”  You will receive double the comfort.  This is not your own doing, but the Lord’s.  You will receive this 

comfort, not be given it as something you’ve earned.  Like the gift of the Christ child Himself, you will have 

done nothing to earn this gift; instead, it will be given to you by the grace of your God—His grace and His great 

love.  You are chosen to be His child; and like a good parent, God desires to give you gifts, including “double” 

the comfort for your sins. 

 

 God has commanded this message of comfort to be spread by His heralds, including Isaiah, who 

responds to God’s call in our next verses. 

 

Verse 2 

 

 “A voice says, ‘Cry!’  And I said, ‘What shall I cry?’  All flesh is grass, and all its beauty is like the 

flower of the field.  The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely the 

people are grass.  The grass withers, the flower fades, but the word of our God will stand forever.” 

 

 As we’ve heard, the Day of the Lord is coming; but you and I may meet our Lord before that Day 

comes.  As a result of sin, death is also coming.  We live for a designated length of time; but if Jesus does not 

return before that time is up, you and I will meet Him when we die. Every living thing dies because of the fall 

into sin.  “The grass withers, the flower fades when the breath of the Lord blows upon it; surely (we) people are 

grass.” 

 

 As God said, “Comfort”—there is a comfort that we have now.  That comfort is that while we may die, 

our souls will not.  Though He threatened death as the result of sin, God also promised that a Seed of Eve would 

be coming to save His people.  That “word of our God” stands forever.  In our Old Testament text, He promised 

to fulfill that promise by bringing comfort.  In Jesus Christ, His Son, our Savior, God has completed that 

promise.  We no longer die forever.  Our bodies may die, but our souls will not. 

 

 This alone is enough to make us herald God’s Word, yet God has gone further.  He has promised a new 

heavens and a new earth.  He has promised the restoration of our bodies.  And He has promised that we will be 

raised with all who have believed in Him.  After all, God desires that we have relationships with Him and with 

each other.  God will wipe away every tear from our eyes by raising us all from the dead—and we will still 

recognize each other, and even those we never knew. 

 

 That was another point that I heard from a Lutheran Hours Ministry presentation called “Death…Then 

What?”  The speaker referred to Jesus’ Transfiguration.  You know the account.  Jesus and a couple of His 

disciples ascended the mountain, and Jesus was changed before them.  Then Moses and Elijah appeared with 

Jesus.  The speaker of that presentation pointed out a good, though maybe not quickly perceived point:  the 

disciples with Jesus recognized Moses and Elijah!  Although separated by hundreds if not thousands of years, 

and without digital cameras or cell phones to take pictures, “Peter said to Jesus, ‘Lord, it is good that we are 

here.  If you wish, I will make three tents here, one for you and one for Moses and one for Elijah.’”  Peter was 

able to recognize Moses and Elijah despite the gap of time between his life and theirs!  So God will comfort us 

with the forgiveness of sins as well as raising us from the dead to have life together with all believers of all 

time. 

 

Verse 3 

 

 God says in the next verses:  “Go up to a high mountain, O Zion, herald of good news; lift up your voice 

with strength, O Jerusalem, herald of good news; lift it up; fear not; say to the cities of Judah, ‘Behold your 

God!’  Behold, the Lord God comes with might, and his arm rules for him; behold, his reward is with him, and 



his recompense before him.  He will tend his flock like a shepherd; he will gather the lambs in his arms; he will 

carry them in his bosom, and gently lead those that are with young.” 

 

 Here God spoke to the herald of Zion to speak to Judah the Gospel of the comfort God would be 

bringing.  This comfort would be for all believers and punishment for the wicked.  God told the men and 

women of Jerusalem not to have fear but to proclaim His Word openly.  He told them not to fear doing this 

because His power would be with them: “his arm rules for him.” 

 

 We, like they, are commanded and encouraged to proclaim God’s saving, comforting Word.  And it is 

still just that, a great comfort to us.  God has promised to be our Shepherd and He tends each of us, each one of 

you, as His own sheep.  You are His lambs; and God doesn’t just ignore you.  He gathers you in His arms, and 

He carries you in His bosom.  He gently leads each of us for the sake of His Son, Jesus Christ, who would bring 

about this comfort when He would be born into this world. 

 

 That same Jesus lived, died for your sins, and rose again.  We now await His return.  And in the 

meantime, we continue to herald God’s good Word, His Gospel of comfort for us and for all people.  No more 

does God see your sin; rather, He comes to bring you home with Him at the return of His Son.  So we herald 

this Good News, today and always.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 


