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Grace, peace, and mercy be to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

  

 In the Old Testament, God directed His spokesmen to be strong and courageous.  This was especially 

true of Joshua, the man called to lead the Israelites following Moses.  Three times in the first calling God makes 

at the beginning of the book of Joshua, God tells Joshua “be strong and courageous.”  He said, “‘Just as I was 

with Moses, so I will be with you.  I will not leave you or forsake you.  Be strong and courageous, for you shall 

cause this people to inherit the land that I swore to their fathers to give them.  Only be strong and very 

courageous, being careful to do according to all the law that Moses my servant commanded you.  Do not turn 

from it to the right hand or to the left, that you may have good success wherever you go.  The Book of the Law 

shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate on it day and night, so that you may be careful to do 

according to all that is written in it.  For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good 

success.  Have I not commanded you?  Be strong and courageous.  Do not be frightened, and do not be 

dismayed, for the Lord your God is with you wherever you go.’” 

 As surely as God led His servant Moses out of Egypt and through the waters of the Red Sea on dry 

ground, God also led Joshua and the Israelites into victory over the Canaanites so that they could enter the 

Promised Land.  Yet the Old Testament times are not the only times that God has called His people to be bold. 

 Jesus, God in human flesh, called twelve men to be His closest disciples through His earthly ministry.  

Those twelve followed Jesus all over, listening to Him preach and teach the Word, likely hearing it day and 

night.  Following Jesus’ death and resurrection, the eleven continued to preach and teach in the name of Jesus—

whether it was the politically correct thing to do or not. 

 So, too, has God’s Word been preached here at St. John’s for one hundred fifty years.  It has been boldly 

preached and taught whether it was the popular thing to do or not.  Though in recent history, the preaching of 

the Gospel has not been seen as a particularly bold thing to do, it was, and even as we go into the future, not 

knowing what will come to pass, it will continue to be the bold thing to do.  Where, then, will we find the 

boldness to continue preaching and teaching as we ought?  Well, where did the apostles go in our text if not to 

God our Father in and through our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ?  This is what we find as we turn to our Gospel 

text from the book of Acts. 

 

Verse 1 

 

 The apostles John and Peter were so bold about spreading the Gospel that they were arrested by the 

priest, the captain of the Temple, and the Sadducees.  Upon seeing that Peter and John were uneducated men 

who had been present with Jesus, and finding a man who had been healed with them, they could not find any 

fault with them.  After speaking to Peter and John, they dismissed them, and they wondered with one another, 

“‘What shall we do with these men?  For that a notable sign has been performed through them is evident…and 

we cannot deny it.  But in order that it may spread no further among the people, let us warn them to speak no 

more to anyone in this name.’  So they called them and charged them not to speak or teach at all in the name of 

Jesus.  But Peter and John answered them, ‘Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to 

God, you must judge, for we cannot but speak of what we have seen and heard.’  When they were released, they 

went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and the elders had said to them.’” 

 

 Brothers and sisters in Christ, have you not been called to proclaim God’s excellencies in Christ Jesus?  

Have you not seen any miracles in this church?  Have you not seen any baptisms at this font?  Have you not 

been fed Jesus’ very body and very blood in, with, and under the bread and wine from this very altar?  What is a 



miracle if not God acting in this world in a remarkable way?  Most certainly, an infant, child, student, young 

adult, adult, or elderly person being brought into God’s kingdom through His washing is just that.  In the same 

way, receiving Jesus’ body and blood—the same body and same blood offered on the cross of Calvary to pay 

for your sins—receiving that very body and blood here and now, and for the last one hundred fifty years, are 

also definite examples of miracles, God’s action among you. 

 

 Granted, that is not what this nation will tell you.  While a few short years ago biblical references were 

made in movies and most people polled would have said that they were of a Christian denomination, that is 

becoming less and less the case.  Instead, the thoughts of the day are that passages of the Scriptures are fairy 

tales or, at best, embellished stories that don’t accurately represent what happened in the past.  The great 

thinkers of the day want you to think that if it can’t happen today it couldn’t possibly have happened then.  But 

they miss a few things.  For one thing, they miss that God was the one active—the true God, for whom nothing 

is impossible to do.  For another, God still does the impossible today.  He may not part the Red Sea anymore, 

but He does still bring sinners to faith in Him, something which He Himself has said is impossible for any of us 

to do.  And He does it through the very means we just covered: Baptism and Holy Communion—the very 

Baptism and Holy Communion still offered in this church of St. John’s, through the name of the Lord and 

Savior, Jesus Christ. 

 

Verse 2 

 

 It is only meet, right, and salutary to give Jesus the credit for doing these things.  After all, that is what 

Peter and John did in our text.  When being examined about how the crippled man was healed, Peter, “filled 

with the Holy Spirit, said to them, ‘Rulers of the people and elders, if we are being examined today concerning 

a good deed done to a crippled man, by what means this man has been healed, let it be known to all of you and 

to all the people of Israel that by the name of Jesus Christ of Nazareth, whom you crucified, whom God raised 

from the dead—by him this man is standing before you well.’”  Continuing on, Peter delivered the Gospel to 

them, “‘This Jesus is the stone that was rejected by you, the builders, which has become the cornerstone.  And 

there is salvation in no one else, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must 

be saved.’”  When he had finished speaking, what does the text say?  It says that those listening to Peter and 

John saw their “boldness.” 

 

 Can you picture that?  Here are John and Peter in Jerusalem, the city the Jews claimed from the Old 

Testament, and they are speaking to the Jews who either do not believe or do not know who this Jesus is, and 

rather than remaining silent, Peter and John are inspired by the Holy Spirit to boldly proclaim Christ crucified 

and risen.  Peter administers both Law and Gospel.  Who killed Jesus?  The ones to whom he is speaking, and 

each of us.  We sent Jesus to the cross by our sin.  Of our own, we would reject Jesus.  By our sin, we are blind, 

dead, enemies of God.  But of His great mercy, Jesus went to the cross and allowed Himself to be crucified in 

order that our sin, yours and mine, and even the sins of those to whom Peter was speaking, all of them were 

paid for by His death. 

 

 Jesus alone has paid the price for your sin, and that is why Peter and John, and you here in St. John’s 

continue to proclaim Him as the only way to be saved.  Your desire, through the same Holy Spirit who inspired 

Peter, is to preach and teach Christ crucified and risen, in the full truth and purity of Law and Gospel from the 

Scriptures.  Don’t go along with the ideas of today which are here today and gone tomorrow, like whether Pluto 

is a planet.  Instead, continue as you have been taught right here at St. John’s—boldly proclaiming all that God 

has said in His Word, no matter how intelligent or foolish it may look to the rest of the nation, or even the 

world.  As you believe and trust in Christ Jesus, God will continue to work in and through you, just as He did 

for those in our text. 

 



Verse 3 

 

 “When they were released, (Peter and John) went to their friends and reported what the chief priests and 

the elders had said to them.  And when they heard it, they lifted their voices together to God and said, 

‘Sovereign Lord, who made the heaven and the earth and the sea and everything in them…look upon their 

threats and grant to your servants to continue to speak your word with all boldness, while you stretch out your 

hand to heal, and signs and wonders are performed through the name of your holy servant Jesus.’  And when 

they had prayed, the place in which they were gathered together was shaken, and they were all filled with the 

Holy Spirit and continued to speak the word of God with boldness.” 

 

 That, dear brothers and sisters in Christ, is my prayer for you today—that you continue to boldly 

proclaim Christ Jesus crucified and risen for years to come.  Again, the future remains an unknown.  Will our 

nation succumb to the thoughts of sinful men who consider God’s Word foolishness and continue to embrace 

sin, or will religious freedom be upheld so that we can proclaim God’s great mercy without fear?  I don’t know.  

None of us knows.  But whether we are in a land of a President who is favorable to Christianity or threatens it, 

God will be with you and enable you to make the bold confession. 

 

 God may not be shaking St. John’s this morning, but the promise made by Christ Jesus at the end of 

Matthew, that He would be “‘with you always, to the end of the age,’” was not just to the apostles and 

Christians gathered in Acts chapter four.  That same promise applies to you.  God has been with you for one 

hundred fifty years of preaching and teaching, and He will be with you until the end, whether that is your end, 

or the end of the world at Jesus’ Second Coming.  God has made this promise and He will keep it, just as His 

Word shows.  God promised to be with Moses and Joshua, and He was with them through their entire ministries 

serving the Israelites.  How much more will He be with you in and through His Word and Sacraments, 

something to which the Old Testament heroes could only look from afar?  Those in the Old Testament could 

only look for a Messiah to come; you have seen Him in the Gospel of Jesus Christ and Him crucified and risen.  

You have also seen Him at work through the means of Baptism and Holy Communion.  And He will continue to 

work in these ways until that day when we will enter with Him into the new heaven and new earth promised to 

come.  God has promised and will fulfill His promises.  Continue to boldly proclaim that joyous news in and 

through Jesus your Savior.  In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 


