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Grace, peace, and mercy be to you from God our Father, and from our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ.  Amen. 

 

 There used to be a joke that went something like this:  I drink Dr. Pepper because I’m not sure that Mr. 

Pibb is qualified to be a soft drink.  All joking aside, there are several areas in which we might seek out one 

who is qualified. 

 This year, the Olympics are taking place in Rio, Brazil.  Leading up to the Olympics, judges determine 

which athletes qualify to go.  Then, even once in the Olympics, there are several competitions, from which the 

athletes may qualify to go on to another round, or from which they might fail to qualify and fall out of the race. 

 Another area in which quality matters is plumbing.  If you find that you have a clogged up sink or 

backed up toilet, you would probably look for a plumber with qualifications.  You might want to know:  How 

long has he or she been in business?  What level of schooling did he or she complete?  What do previous 

customers think of the work done? 

 Or if you were going to have surgery, you would want to find out the qualifications of your doctor.  Is 

she or he a doctor who specializes in the kind of procedure you need, or should you look for another? 

 In Wisconsin, there are even qualifications regarding the fish one might catch.  Muskies and other kinds 

must be a certain length, or else they have to be released.  Thankfully all the fish my family and I caught were 

either of the proper length, or of species which did not have a qualification about their length. 

 In this morning’s Epistle text, Paul wrote about another qualification: the one we have inherited from 

Christ Jesus our Lord. 

  

Verse 1 

 

 In thinking about qualifications, we can look at the first few verses of Paul’s letter.  Just like his other 

letters, Paul began with his position—a position which he did not earn, but was given through his roadside visit 

with Jesus.  “Paul, an apostle of Christ Jesus by the will of God, and Timothy our brother, To the saints and 

faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae.” 

 

 Stopping right there, we hear another quality—that of the faithful brothers in Christ at Colossae.  None 

of those gathered in Colossae were any more faithful than you or I.  None of them had started their lives with 

faith.  All of them had been called to faith by God’s Word and through the washing of Holy Baptism.  Just as 

Paul had been called to apostleship by the will of God, so, too, had the Colossians been brought to faith through 

His will and His work. 

 

 All of the things Paul had written in the following verses for which he had written that he was giving 

thanks were based in the faith the Colossians had—not their actions.  The Colossians were sinners made saints 

and sinners just like you and me.  They had “heard before in the word of the truth, the gospel” “of the hope laid 

up for (them) in heaven.”  They trusted this Word of God for their redemption, the forgiveness of sins found in 

Christ Jesus. 

 

 From their coming to faith in the Word of Christ, then, Paul wrote that they were “bearing fruit and 

growing,” just as was happening in the whole world at that time.  You see, there were probably those then as 

there are today who wonder: Am I doing enough?  



But as Paul assures them, the Word of Chirst was “bearing fruit and growing”—even if they could not see it.  

The same is true today; we may not be able to see the effects of the faith we have received in being baptized 

into Christ, but God is at work through His Word and the Sacraments so that you and I are bearing fruit and 

growing, too.  But again, these fruits do not save; only faith in Christ saves.  We do not earn God’s love but in 

His love in Christ, we bear fruit and grow. 

 

Verse 2 

 

 As the Word of Christ was bearing fruit and growing, Paul wrote that Timothy and he had “not ceased to 

pray for (the brothers in Colossae), asking that (they) may be filled with the knowledge of his will in all 

spiritual wisdom and understanding, so (that they might) walk in a manner worthy of the Lord, fully pleasing to 

him, bearing fruit in every good work and increasing in the knowledge of God.” 

 

 Paul earnestly desired that the Colossians be found to qualify for eternity.  Most certainly they qualified 

in Christ Jesus’ death and resurrection and in the works produced from that faith—not that their works would 

save them but that their faith was dead if they weren’t producing them.  So Paul wrote what he did about the 

works, how the Word of Christ was producing them in the Colossians whether they could see it or not. 

 

 The same is true for you, dear brothers and sisters in Christ.  The Word of God does not return empty 

but accomplishes the purpose for which God sent it—that you might bear fruit and good works in and through 

your faith in Christ Jesus.  This means two things, then. 

 

 First, you must continue in the Word of God in order to produce good works and bear fruit.  If you quit 

coming to hear the Word on a regular basis, you will be disqualified from eternity for lack of faith.  There is no 

reward for second place.  You are either faithful or you are not.  But again, you do not earn God’s love.  That 

has already been accomplished in Christ’s death and resurrection for you. 

 

 From God’s love found in Christ you and I are qualified for eternity, provided we bear fruit in keeping 

with faith, which leads to point two.  We must not be fruit inspectors.  Our doctrine tell us that we cannot see 

the good that we do.  It’s not possible.  Yet we must still produce good works to qualify for eternity.  Our 

works, then, come from continuing in the Word of Christ, just as they did for the Colossians to whom Paul was 

writing. 

 

 So as Paul wrote to the Colossians I hope and pray for you friends in Christ: “May you be strengthened 

with all power, according to (God’s) glorious might, for all endurance and patience with joy, giving thanks to 

the Father, who has qualified you to share in the inheritance of the saints in light.” 

 

Verse 3 

 

 Yes, just as God had done for the Colossians, He is also at work in doing for you and me.  “He has 

delivered us from the domain of darkness and transferred us to the kingdom of his beloved Son, in whom we 

have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.” 

 

 As poor, miserable sinners we have a hard time staying in the Word of God.  We can’t help but to try to 

count and inspect our works.  For that reason, there is a saying concerning qualifying for eternity.  The saying 

lays out three surprises that will occur at eternity.  First, we’ll be surprised who made it.  Because we cannot see 

the heart of others or their works, we might not consider some worthy of eternity.  But in Christ, we realize that 

we are sinners, too, so no matter what sin with which another might struggle, we also struggle. 

 



 Second, we’ll be surprised who didn’t make it.  Just as in the Olympics, we might consider an athlete or 

two to be sure winners only to see them get disqualified, there may be those we think are very faithful.  But it 

might turn out that those others trusted in their works instead of God in Christ.  Or it may be that they don’t 

believe in God but are just trying to be quote-unquote “good” people. 

 

 Finally, we’ll be surprised that we ourselves have made it to eternity.  But it won’t be because we did 

anything, but for the sake of Jesus Christ and Him crucified and risen.  Our works will have only come from our 

trust in that truth, and in such ways that we won’t even know that we are doing them. 

 

 Like athletes who have qualified for the big event, our lives are filled with spiritual training in 

righteousness.  We come to hear the Word regularly, being strengthened in the weight room of the Holy Spirit.  

We eat well, our main diet the Lord’s Supper, for the forgiveness of sins and the strengthening of faith.  And on 

the Last Day, or our last day, we will find that we are qualified—not by our works—but by the love of God 

found in Christ Jesus which flows into good works in our lives. 

In Jesus’ Name. Amen. 

 

 


