Opening Address and Imposition of Ashes
Stand
P Dear brothers and sisters of our Lord Jesus Christ, on this day the Church begins a
holy season of prayerful and penitential reflection. Our attention is especially
directed to the holy sufferings and death of our Lord Jesus Christ.
From ancient times the season of Lent has been kept as a time of special
devotion, self-denial, and humble repentance born of a faithful heart that dwells
confidently on His Word and draws from it life and hope.
Let us pray that our dear Father in heaven, for the sake of His beloved Son and in
the power of the Holy Spirit, might richly bless this Lententide for us so that we
may come to Easter with glad hearts and keep this feast in sincerity and truth.
Silence for reflection.
P O Lord,
C have mercy.
P O Christ,
C have mercy.
P O Lord,
C have mercy.
P O Christ,
C hear us.
P God the Father in heaven,
C have mercy.
P God the Son, Redeemer of the world,
C have mercy.
P God the Holy Spirit,
C have mercy.

P Be gracious to us.
C Spare us, good Lord.
P Be gracious to us.
C Help us, good Lord.
P By the mystery of Your holy incarnation;
by Your holy nativity;
by Your baptism, fasting, and temptation;
by Your agony and bloody sweat;
by Your cross and passion;
by Your precious death and burial;
by Your glorious resurrection and ascension;
and by the coming of the Holy Spirit, the Comforter:
C Help us, good Lord.
P In all time of our tribulation;
in all time of our prosperity;
in the hour of death;
and in the day of judgment:
C Help us, good Lord.
P We poor sinners implore You
C to hear us, good Lord.
P To prosper the preaching of Your Word;
to bless our prayer and meditation;
to strengthen and preserve us in the true faith;
and to give heart to our sorrow and strength to our repentance:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
P To draw all to Yourself;
to bless those who are instructed in the faith;
to watch over and console the poor, the sick, the distressed, the lonely, the
forsaken, the abandoned, and all who stand in need of our prayers;
to give abundant blessing to all works of mercy;

and to have mercy on us all:
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
P To turn our hearts to You;
to turn the hearts of our enemies, persecutors, and slanderers;
and graciously to hear our prayers;
C We implore You to hear us, good Lord.
P Lord Jesus Christ, Son of God,
C we implore You to hear us, good Lord.
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C have mercy.
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C have mercy.
P Christ, the Lamb of God, who takes away the sin of the world,
C grant us Your peace.
P O Christ,
C hear us.
P O Lord,
C have mercy.
P O Christ,
C have mercy.
P O Lord,
C have mercy. Amen.
P O God, You desire not the death of sinners, but rather that they turn from their
wickedness and live. We implore You to have compassion on the frailty of our
mortal nature, for we acknowledge that we are dust and to dust we shall return.
Mercifully pardon our sins that we may obtain the promises You have laid up for
those who are repentant; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and

reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Sit and come up pew by pew for the
Imposition of Ashes
Stand
Confession and Absolution
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Sit
Old Testament Reading
Numbers 21: 4-9
4
From Mount Hor they set out by the way to the Red Sea, to go around the
land of Edom. And the people became impatient on the way. 5 And the people spoke
against God and against Moses, “Why have you brought us up out of Egypt to die in
the wilderness? For there is no food and no water, and we loath this worthless
food.” 6 Then the LORD sent fiery serpents among the people, and they bit the
people, so that many people of Israel died. 7 And the people came to Moses and
said, “We have sinned, for we have spoken against the LORD and against you. Pray
to the LORD, that he take away the serpents from us.” So Moses prayed for the
people. 8 And the LORD said to Moses, “Make a fiery serpent and set it on a pole,
and everyone who is bitten, when he sees it, shall live.” 9 So Moses made a bronze[a]
serpent and set it on a pole. And if a serpent bit anyone, he would look at the bronze
serpent and live.
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Stand
Gospel Reading
John 3:14-21
14
And as Moses lifted up the serpent in the wilderness, so must the Son of Man be
lifted up, 15 that whoever believes in him may have eternal life.
For God So Loved the World

16

“For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in
him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of
God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people
loved the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For
everyone who does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest
his works should be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so
that it may be clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.”
L O Lord, have mercy on us.
C Thanks be to God.
Lent Responsory (Spoken)
L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against
me.
L In You, O Lord, do I put my trust, leave me not, O Lord, my God.
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against
me.
L Deliver me, O Lord, my God, for You are the God of my salvation.
C Rescue me from my enemies, protect me from those who rise against
me.
Sit
Sermon Hymn: When I Survey the Wondrous Cross
Sermon: Seeing Serpents on Crosses
Stand
Apostles' Creed
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
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And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,
born of the virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate,
was crucified, died and was buried.
He descended into hell.
The third day He rose again from the dead.
He ascended into heaven
and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty.
From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead.
I believe in the Holy Spirit,
the holy Christian Church,
the communion of saints,
the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body,
and the life + everlasting. Amen.
Canticle (Spoken)
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Magnificat (Spoken)

p.231

Sit
Gathering of Offerings
Stand
Kyrie (Spoken)
C Lord, have mercy; Christ, have mercy; Lord, have mercy.
Lord's Prayer
C
Our Father who art in heaven,
hallowed be Thy name,
Thy kingdom come,
Thy will be done on earth
as it is in heaven;
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give us this day our daily bread;
and forgive us our trespasses
as we forgive those
who trespass against us;
and lead us not into temptation,
but deliver us from evil.
For Thine is the kingdom
and the power and the glory
forever and ever. Amen.
Collects
L O Lord, hear my prayer.
C And let my cry come to You.
Collect of the Day
L Almighty and everlasting God, You despise nothing You have made and
forgive the sins of all who are penitent. Create in us new and contrite hearts
that lamenting our sins and acknowledging our wretchedness we may
receive from You full pardon and forgiveness; through Jesus Christ, Your
Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever.
C Amen.
Collect for Peace
L O God, from whom come all holy desires, all good counsels, and all just
works, give to us, Your servants, that peace which the world cannot give,
that our hearts may be set to obey Your commandments and also that we,
being defended from the fear of our enemies, may live in peace and
quietness; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives and reigns
with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.
C Amen.
Stand
Benedicamus
L Let us bless the Lord.
C Thanks be to God.

Benediction
L The grace of our Lord + Jesus Christ and the love of God and the
communion of the Holy Spirit be with you all.
C Amen.
Sit
Lift High the Cross
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