
Across the Sky the Shades of Night LSB 899 

 

Stand 

 

The sign of the cross may be made by all in remembrance of their Baptism. 

 
P In the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 
P Beloved in the Lord! Let us draw near with a true heart and confess our 

sins unto God our Father, beseeching Him in the name of our Lord Jesus 

Christ to grant us forgiveness. 

  
P Our help is in the name of the Lord, 
C who made heaven and earth. 
P I said, I will confess my transgressions unto the Lord, 
C and You forgave the iniquity of my sin. 
 

Silence for reflection on God's Word and for self-examination. 

 
P O almighty God, merciful Father, 
C I, a poor, miserable sinner, confess unto You all my sins and iniquities 

with which I have ever offended You and justly deserved Your 

temporal and eternal punishment. But I am heartily sorry for them 

and sincerely repent of them, and I pray You of Your boundless mercy 

and for the sake of the holy, innocent, bitter sufferings and death of 

Your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, to be gracious and merciful to me, a 

poor, sinful being. 
P Upon this your confession, I, by virtue of my office, as a called and 

ordained servant of the Word, announce the grace of God unto all of you, 

and in the stead and by the command of my Lord Jesus Christ I forgive you 

all your sins in the name of the Father and of the T Son and of the Holy 

Spirit. 
C Amen. 
 

Psalm Psalm 90:1–12 (antiphon: v.17) 

Let the favor of the Lord our God be up- | on us,* 

     and establish the work of our hands up- | on us.* 

Lord, you have been our | dwelling place* 



     in all gener- | ations. 

Before the mountains were brought forth, or ever you had formed the earth | 

and the world,* 

     from everlasting to everlasting | you are God. 

You return | man to dust* 

     and say, “Return, O chil- | dren of man!” 

For a thousand years in your sight are but as yesterday when | it is past,* 

     or as a watch | in the night. 

You sweep them away as | with a flood;* 

     they are like a dream, like grass that is renewed in the | morning: 

in the morning it flourishes and | is renewed;* 

     in the evening it fades and | withers. 

For we are brought to an end by |your | anger;* 

     by your wrath we | are dismayed. 

You have set our iniquities be- | fore you,* 

     our secret sins in the light of your | presence. 

For all our days pass away un- | der your wrath;* 

     we bring our years to an end | like a sigh. 

The years of our life are seventy, or even by reason of strength | eighty;* 

     yet their span is but toil and trouble; they are soon gone, and we | fly 

away. 

Who considers the power of your | anger,* 

     and your wrath according to the | fear of you? 

So teach us to number | our days* 

     that we may get a heart of | wisdom. 

Glory be to the Father and | to the Son* 

     and to the Holy | Spirit; 

as it was in the be- | ginning,* 

     is now, and will be forever. | Amen. 

Let the favor of the Lord our God be up- | on us,* 

     and establish the work of our hands up- | on us.* 

 
Salutation and Collect of the Day 

 
P The Lord be with you. 
C And with thy spirit. 
  
P Let us pray. 

  



Eternal God, we commit to Your mercy and forgiveness the year now ending 

and commend to Your blessing and love the times yet to come.  In the new 

year, abide among us with Your Holy Spirit that we may always trust in the 

saving name of our Lord Jesus  Christ, who lives and reigns with You and the 

Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 
C Amen. 
 

Sit 

 
Old Testament Reading Isaiah 30:15–17 

        15
For thus said the Lord GOD, the Holy One of Israel, 

      “In returning and rest you shall be saved; 

        in quietness and in trust shall be your strength.” 

      But you were unwilling, 
16

and you said, 

      “No! We will flee upon horses”; 

        therefore you shall flee away; 

      and, “We will ride upon swift steeds”; 

        therefore your pursuers shall be swift. 
        17

A thousand shall flee at the threat of one; 

        at the threat of five you shall flee, 

      till you are left 

        like a flagstaff on the top of a mountain, 

        like a signal on a hill. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Epistle Romans 8:31b–39 
31b

If God is for us, who can be against us? 
32

He who did not spare his own Son 

but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all 

things? 
33

Who shall bring any charge against God’s elect? It is God who 

justifies. 
34

Who is to condemn? Christ Jesus is the one who died—more than 

that, who was raised—who is at the right hand of God, who indeed is 

interceding for us. 
35

Who shall separate us from the love of Christ? Shall 

tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or danger, or 

sword? 
36

As it is written, 

      “For your sake we are being killed all the day long; 

        we are regarded as sheep to be slaughtered.” 
37

No, in all these things we are more than conquerors through him who loved 



us. 
38

For I am sure that neither death nor life, nor angels nor rulers, nor things 

present nor things to come, nor powers, 
39

nor height nor depth, nor anything 

else in all creation, will be able to separate us from the love of God in Christ 

Jesus our Lord. 

  
A This is the Word of the Lord. 
C Thanks be to God. 
 

Stand 

 
Holy Gospel Luke 13:6–9 

P The Holy Gospel according to St. ________, the ________ chapter. 

  

 
  
6 
And he told this parable: “A man had a fig tree planted in his vineyard, and 

he came seeking fruit on it and found none. 
7 
And he said to the vinedresser, 

‘Look, for three years now I have come seeking fruit on this fig tree, and I 

find none. Cut it down. Why should it use up the ground?’ 
8 
And he answered 

him, ‘Sir, let it alone this year also, until I dig around it and put on 

manure.
9 
Then if it should bear fruit next year, well and good; but if not, you 

can cut it down.’” 

 
P This is the Gospel of the Lord. 

  

 
 

Sit 

 
If God Himself Be for Me LSB 724 vv.1,3,5 

 
Sermon Title 

 



Apostles' Creed p192 
C I believe in God, the Father Almighty, 

     maker of heaven and earth. 

 And in Jesus Christ, His only Son, our Lord, 

     who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

     born of the virgin Mary, 

     suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

     was crucified, died, and was buried. 

     He descended into hell. 

     The third day He rose again from the dead. 

     He ascended into heaven 

     and sits at the right hand of God the Father Almighty. 

     From thence He will come to judge the living and the dead. 

 I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

     the holy Christian Church, 

          the communion of saints, 

     the forgiveness of sins, 

     the resurrection of the body, 

     and the life T everlasting. Amen. 

 
Offering 

 

Stand 

 

We Give Thee But Thine Own LSB 781 st. 1 

 
Prayer of the Church 

 
Preface 
 

P The Lord be with you. 

   
 

 P Lift up your hearts. 



 
  

P Let us give thanks unto the Lord, our God. 

  

 
 

 
P It is truly meet, right, and salutary that we should at all times and in all 

places give thanks to You, holy Lord, almighty Father, everlasting God, 

through Jesus Christ, our Lord; for in the mystery of the Word made flesh 

You have given us a new revelation of Your glory that, seeing You in the 

person of Your Son, we may know and love those things which are not 

seen.  Therefore with angels and archangels and with all the company of 

heaven we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You 

and saying: 

 
Sanctus 

 

 

 

 



 
 

Lord's Prayer 
P Our Father who art in heaven, 

     hallowed be Thy name, 

     Thy kingdom come, 

     Thy will be done on earth 

          as it is in heaven; 

     give us this day our daily bread; 

     and forgive us our trespasses 

          as we forgive those 

          who trespass against us; 

     and lead us not into temptation, 

     but deliver us from evil. 
C For Thine is the kingdom 

     and the power and the glory 

     forever and ever.  Amen. 
 

The Words of Our Lord 
 

Pax Domini 
 

 P The peace of the Lord be with you always. 

 
 

Agnus Dei 

 

 



 

 

 
 

Sit 

 
Distribution 

 
Lord, Keep Us Steadfast in Your Word LSB 655 

 
Blest Be the Tie That Binds LSB 649 

 

The Church's One Foundation LSB 644 

 

Stand 

 

Nunc Dimittis 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 
 

 
Thanksgiving 

 

 P O give thanks unto the Lord, for He is good. 

 
 
A Let us pray. 
A We give thanks to You, almighty God, that You have refreshed us through 

this salutary gift, and we implore You that of Your mercy You would 

strengthen us through the same in faith toward You and in fervent love 

toward one another; through Jesus Christ, Your Son, our Lord, who lives 

and reigns with You and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

  

 
 



Salutation and Benedicamus 
 

 

 P The Lord be with you. 

 
 

 

 

 P Bless we the Lord. 

 
 

Benediction 
 

 P The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make His face shine upon you 

and be gracious unto you. The Lord lift up His countenance upon you and T 

give you peace. 

 

 
 

Jesus Lives! The Victory’s Won LSB 490 
 


